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ABSTRACT 

In this article, the author advocates co-educational 
residence halls fcr college/university campuses. He argues that this 
living arrangement is more natural and promotes tSs. fullest possible 
development of the individual through meaningful relationships with 
the same and opposite sex; it helps to teach the residents personal 
and social integration and to solidify sexual identity. The author 
discusses the meaning of co-ed arrangements, how single sex buildings 
can be adapted and to whom (and why) co-ed living should be offered. 
The multiple advantages for student and housing administrators of 
co-ed living are listed. It is mentioned that the issue posed in 
pursuing the subject of co-ed housing is related to the extent to 
which colleges can come to grips explicitly with sexual behavior as 
it relates to ’’residential education.” In summary, the author states 
that he is advocating, based on student developmental needs, 
co-educational living as a vital component of residential education. 
(Author) 
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WITH EMPHASIS ON THE EDUCATION 
IN CO-EDUCATIONAL LIVING 



Those of you who have tried to research the topic 

OF CO-EDUCATIONAL LIVING KNOW FROM SEARCHING THE LITERATURE 
THAT THERE IS A SHORTAGE OF SUBSTANTIVE MATERIAL, THE FEW 
ARTICLES THAT HAVE APPEARED IN PROFESSIONAL JOURNALS DON'T 
DEAL WITH THE REAL ISSUES OF CO-ED HOUSING NEARLY AS WELL AS 
DO THE POPULARIZED MAGAZINE ARTICLES, In FACT/ ONE OF THE 
FIRST REFERENCES I RAN ACROSS WAS Iti£ HaRRAD EXPERIMENT — 

A NOVEL WRITTEN BY ROBERT RlMMER ABOUT AN EXPERIMENT IN 
COHABITATION. 

Although the bock goes well reyond what many are 

WILLING TO ACCEPT TODAY IN LIVING ARRANGEMENTS WITHIN OUR 
COLLEGES/ RTMMER DOES BRING INTO FOCUS THE DANGERS ASSOCIATED 
WITH OUR PRESENT SYSTEM OF "SEGREGATING BOYS AND GIRLS OF 
SEVENTEEN OR EIGHTEEN/ WHEN THEY ARE AT THE FIRST PEAK OF THEIR 
EMOTIONAL INTEREST IN EACH OTHER/ AND FORCING THEM INTO ABNORMAL 
LIVING PATTERNS DURING THEIR COLLEGE LIFE." RlMMER CONTINUES 
BY SAYING THAT "SOCIAL PRESSURE FOR PROLONGED CONTINENCE OFTEN 
CREATES FEAR/ ANXIETY/ AND ACTUAL REPULSION BETWEEN THE SEXES, 

The results often are too early marriage ending in divorce/ 

UNWANTED CHILDREN BORN OUT OF WEDLOCK/ AND A SEX-OBSESSED 
SOCIETY WITH LITTLE OR NO KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT DYNAMIC LOVE IS,"^ 
YOU MAY FIND RlMMER'S ADVOCATION OF COHABITATION AN 
EXTREMELY DISTASTEFUL MORSEL TO DIGEST, NEVERTHELESS, IT MUST 
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BE ACCEPTED THAT HE OFFERS A PRETTY STRONG INDICTMENT OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION THAT DESERVES ANALYSIS, He IS TELLING US THAT WE HAVE 
OVERLOOKED THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SEXUAL AND INTELLECTUAL 
DEVELOPMENT, As EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATORS WE/ BY SEPARATION 
OF THE SEXES THROUGH THEIR LIVING ARRANGEMENTS/ HAVE SUPPORTED 
THE TRADITIONAL DISTINCTION BETWEEN MAN'S PHYSICAL AND MENTAL 
FUNCTIONS— BETWEEN THE INTELLECTUAL AND SEXUAL DRIVES/ IF YOU WILL. 

The Developmental Approach 

I SHALL ASSUME AT THE OUTSET THAT WE CAN ALL ACCEPT THAT 
THE FULLEST POSSIBLE DEVELOPMENT OF THE INDIVIDUAL PERSON IS 
THE BASIC AIM OF AN UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION, IN STUDENT PERSONNEL/ 

WE CONSIDER THIS NOTION GENERIC TO OUR VERY EXISTENCE/ FOR THE 
STUDENT PERSONNEL WORKER HAS A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO HELP PREPARE 
INDIVIDUALS FOR "FUTURE SHOCK/" FOR LIFE IN A FAST CHANGING WORLD 
THAT WILL CONTINUE TO CHANGE IN STRANGE AND UNFORESEEABLE WAYS . ^ 

THUS/ THIS FOCUS ON DEVELOPING THE "WHOLE MAN" AND PREPARING 
FOR THE CONTINUING DEVELOPMENT AND CHANGING OF OURSELVES AS PERSONS 
MUST RECEIVE MORE THAN SECONDARY EMPHASIS IN THE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS, 

This basic aim of education carries with it the concept of a person/ 

HIGHLY COMPLEX AND COMPOSED OF VARIOUS INTELLECTUAL/ EMOTIONAL AND 

SPIRITUAL QUALITIES. THESE COMPONENTS ARE STRIVING TO FUNCTION 

TOGETHER; THUS/ INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT OCCURS WITH DEVELOPMENT 

1 1 

OF THE REST OF THE PERSON AND NOT IN ISOLATION, 

Nevitt Sanford describes adolescence as a time when great 

CHANGES CAN BE EFFECTED, COLLEGE YOUTH/ HE INDICATES/ "iS GIVEN 
A CHANCE TO REPAIR [.THE] RAVAGES. . .CHILDHOOD 0 HAS J VISITED UPON 

O 
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him, He can escape the image of himself that he formed when a 

CHILD/ HE CAN FIND A NEW WAY OF RELATING TO AUTHORITY FIGURES/ OR HE 
CAN ESTABLISH NEW COMPETENCE IN HIS WORK, THESE CHANGES ARE NOT 
DISCONTINUOUS WITH HIS PAST .... BUT/ THE POINT TO BE EMPHASIZED 
IS THAT ADOLESCENCE i'S A TIME PARTICULARLY RICH IN POSSIBILITIES 
FOR CHANGE. OUR PERSONALITIES ARE NOT DETERMINED ABSOLUTELY AND 
FOREVER FROM A VERY EARLY AGE/ AS POPULARIZED FREUDIAN THEORY HAS 
LED MANY PEOPLE TO BELIEVE, HANY STUDENTS COME TO COLLEGE ALREADY 

'knowing' Freud and never realizing how much they can change. 

They are very happy to discover that a wide variety of choices 

LIES BEFORE THEM AND THIS DISCOVERY SERVES AS AN IMPETUS TO 
SERIOUS CONSIDERATION OF THE BEST DIRECTIONS FOR CHANGE, 

This description of the late adolescent emphasizes more 

THAN EVER THE IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATING "THE WHOLE MAN," THIS 
DEVELOPMENTAL MODEL ALSO REQUIRES MORE THAN INSIGHT AND GOOD 
INTENTIONS ON THE PART OF COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES, If THE 
INSTITUTION "ASSUMES THE TASK OF HELPING ITS STUDENTS TO 
DEVELOP THEIR PERSONALITIES/ THEN ALL ITS RESOURCES AND PRACTICES/ 
INCLUDING ITS ACTIONS AND POLICIES WITH RESPECT TO SEX/ SHOULD BE 
DIRECTED TO THIS END, "l? THUS/ WHAT MORE LOGICAL PLACE TO 
TURN OUR ATTENTION THAN TO THE RESIDENCE HALLS— FOR IT IS HERE THAT 
THE STUDENT SPENDS AT LEAST 65^ OF HIS TIME WHEN ON CAMPUS s 
FOR IT TS HERE THAT MOST OF OUR INSTITUTIONS HAVE SPENT MILLIONS 
OF BADLY NEEDED DOLLARS; FOR IT IS HERE THAT THE STUDENT CAN BE 
GIVEN THE CHANCE TO IDENTIFY WITH A COMMUNITY AND TO PARTICIPATE 
FULLY IN THE ACTIVITY OF LIVING AND/ THEREFORE/ OF LEARNING, 
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Most of us have long accepted the idea that residential 

ARRANGEMENTS DO HAVE AN INFLUENCE ON THE LEARNING PROCESS/ AND 
WE HAVE TRIED VARIOUS FORMULAS IN ORDER TO COME UP WITH THE BEST 
FACILITATI VE ARRANGEMENT. We HAVE CONSTRUCTED SMALL/ LOW-RISE 
BUILDINGS AND HIGH-RISE MONSTERS. We HAVE PROVIDED CORRIDORS 
AND HOUSES; SINGLE ROOMS/ DOUBLE ROOMS/ TRIPLE ROOMS/ AND SUITES; 
PRIVATE BATHS AND GANG SHOWERS; FRESHMAN HALLS/ UPPERCLASS HALLS/ 
GRADUATE HALLS/ AND MIXED-CLASS HALLS. 

IN OUR RESIDENCE ARRANGEMENTS WE HAVE LONG SAID/"YES/ 
LEARNING IS A TOTAL PROCESS INFLUENCED BY A VARIETY OF FACTORS." 
THUS/ WE HAVE ACCEPTED THE NECESSITY TO PROVIDE A PHYSICAL 
ENVIRONMENT TO FACILITATE GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT FOR THE STUDENT. 

However/ it is uncanny in how few cases decisions about the 

PHYSICAL ARRANGEMENTS AND SUPPORTIVE PROGRAMS HAVE REEN MADE TN 
THE LIGHT OF A CLEAR CONCEPTION OF HOW THE "WHOLE PERSON/" THE 
TOTALITY OF STUDENT DEVELOPMENT IS REALLY INFLUENCED BY HOUSING 
ARRANGEMENTS. THE TRADITIONAL AND CONTINUED SEPARATION OF THE 
SEXES IN OUR CAMPUS HOUSING PROBABLY REPRESENTS THE MOST GLARING 
CASE OF OUR FAILURE TO APPLY WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT THE PSYCHO-SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENTAL NEEDS OF COLLEGE YOUTH. 

Sexuality in Development 

To TALK OF CO-EDUCATIONAL HOUSING WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF 
PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT AT THIS PARTICULAR PHASE OF THE LIFE 
CYCLE NECESSITATES CONSIDERATION OF THE BROADER CONCEPT OF 
SEXUALITY^ AS IT RELATES TO LATE ADOLESCENT DEVELOPMENT. 
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"Young people today face an extremely difficult task in 

TRYING TO FIND A DEFENSIBLE POSITION ON THE MATTER OF SEXUAL 

behavior, Adults are saying little to help them, If we. as 

EDUCATORS. HOPE TO OFFER ANY KIND OF MEANINGFUL GUIDANCE/ WE HAD 
BETTER HAVE AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE PLACE OF SEX IN PERSONALITY 

FUNCTIONING, "I? 

I HAVE ALREADY SUGGESTED THAT INTEGRATION OF THE BIOLOGI- 
CAL DRIVE OF SEXUALITY AS A FORCE WITHIN THE PERSON CONTRIBUTES 
TO MATURATION AND FREEDOM FOR LEARNING, YET/ WE DON'T HAVE TO 
LOOK TOO FAR TO DISCOVER THE DIFFICULTY TODAY'S COLLEGE YOUTH 
HAS INTEGRATING THESE INSTINCTUAL DRIVES INTO AN ADEQUATE PER- 
SONALITY PATTERN, 

The wide gap between rules and regulations apparently 

DESIGNED TO INHIBIT SEX ON THE CAMPUS AND THE REALITY OF STUDENT 
BEHAVIOR POSES NO SMALL PROBLEM FOR OUR STUDENTS. THE CURRENT 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN STATED RULES AND PRACTICE IN IMPLEMENTATION 
OF VISITATION HOURS PROVIDES A MOST NOTEWORTHY EXAMPLE OF THIS 
PROBLEM, 

Frederick Ness states the problem pointedly in the fol- 
lowing quote: "the worst aspect of sex on the campus— the 
enforced hypocrisy with which it has been treated at all but the 

MORE ENLIGHTENED COLLEGES • "1^ 

ADDITIONALLY/ THERE IS EVIDENCE THAT SEXUAL CONDUCT AND 
SEXUAL MORALITY ARE CHANGING, ONE MIGHT SAY THAT THE SHIFT TN 
SEXUAL MORALITY MEANS NOT SO MUCH A DECLINE OF MORAL CODES AS A 
CHANGE IN THEIR CONTENTS , ^ WHILE THE PHENOMENON SOMETIMES DE- 
SCRIBED AS A "SEXUAL REVOLUTION" IS NOT ADEQUATELY DOCUMENTED/ 

O 
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IT IS CLEAR THAT COLLEGE STUDENTS ARE ASSERTING THEIR RIGHT TO 
PRIVACY AND SELF-DETERMINATION IN MATTERS PERTAINING TO THEIR 
OWN SEXUAL ACTIVITY. 

There is some consensus that the double sex standard is 

BEING DISCARDED AND THAT WOMEN SEEK SEXUAL EXPERIENCE DURING 
COLLEGE YEARS MORE OFTEN THAN DID THEIR MOTHERS. THERE IS ALSO 
EVIDENCE OF EARLIER BIOLOGICAL MATURATION IN ADOLESCENCE / AND 
OF MORE OPEN AND VOCAL DISCUSSION OF SEXUAL MATTERS. IN FACT 
TODAY'S COLLEGE STUDENTS ARE PROBABLY BETTER INFORMED ABOUT ALL 
MATTERS RELATED TO SEX (ALTHOUGH LACK OF INFORMATION IS STILL 
PREVALENT) THAN WERE THEIR PARENTS. 

Nevitt Sanford points out that "professional people are 

EASILY LED TO OVERESTIMATE THE AMOUNT OF UNINHIBITED SEXUALITY 
THAT EXISTS ON OUR CAMPUSES 

IN FACT/ "MOST COLLEGE STUDENTS ARE RATHER CONVENTIONAL 
IN SEXUAL ATTITUDES AND BEHAVIOR,"** 

"Physical contact seems to be but one component of inter- 
est IN THE OPPOSITE SEX. ESTABLISHING MORE COMMUNICATIVE RELA- 
TIONS OFTEN IS UPPERMOST ON THE STUDENTS' CONSCIOUS AGENDA. We 
HAVE FOUND THAT ADMINISTRATORS AND FACULTY ADVISORS OFTEN DO NOT 
SEE THE STUDENTS' SEARCH FOR GREATER PSYCHOLOGICAL INTIMACY IN 
THE PROPER PERSPECTIVE WHEN THEY VIEW STUDENT DEMANDS AS PRIMARILY 
'SEXUAL' IN NATURE. 

The issue posed in pursuing the subject of co-ed housing 

IS/ THEN/ RELATED TO THE EXTENT TO WHICH COLLEGES CAN COME TO 
GRIPS EXPLICITLY WITH SEXUAL BEHAVIOR AS IT RELATES TO "RESIDEN- 
TIAL EDUCATION." AND# IF HOUSING ADMINISTRATORS ARE TRULY CONCERNED 

ERIC 
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WITH INDIVIDUAL GROWTH/ THEN ADOLESCENT SEXUALITY MUST BE GIVEN 
EXPLICIT CONSIDERATION IN ESTABLISHING RESIDENTIAL LIVING PATTERNS, 

Let us not fool ourselves; students are aware of the intent of 

RULES ABOUT CLOSED DOORS AND ARE UNINHIBITED IN ANNOUNCING THEIR 
CONCERNS ABOUT THESE RULES, CANDOR ASSUMES SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE 
UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES/ AND ADOLESCENTS CAN BE COUNTED UPON 
TO TEST AUTHORITY UNTIL CHANGE IS FORTHCOMING. 

Coupled with this pressure for clarity between stated 

RULES AND IMPLICIT EXPECTATIONS "F SEXUAL CONDUCT IS THE CRUCIAL 
NEED FOR YOUTH AT THIS POINT IN THEIR MATURING PROCESS TO DEVELOP 
THE CAPACITY FOR ESTABLISHING MEANINGFUL RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITE SEX, THIS ASPECT OF PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT/ 
AS we KNOW/ LEADS TO PRESSURE FOR PARIETAL RULES THAT ALLOW FOR 
INCREASED PRIVACY. WHILE THIS CONCERN WILL AT TIMES BE C EXUALLY 
ORIENTED/ THE REAL CRY IS FOR A NATURAL AND RELAXED ATMOSPHERE 
THAT ALLOWS FOR INTIMATE COMMUNICATION AND THAT MAY/ BUT DOES 
NOT NECESSARILY/ BRING PHYSICAL INTIMACY, 

The co-ed living arrangement/ by providing a natural 

SITUATION THAT IS LOW TN ANXIETY/ MAY BE THE BEST WAY TO HELP 
today's STUDENT DEVELOP A CAPACITY FOR TRUE INTIMACY AS WELL AS 
TO HELP HIM SOLIDIFY HIS SEXUAL IDENTITY, 

All we need to do is accept that sexuality is an evolving/ 

DYNAMIC FORCE THAT CAN BE UNDERSTOOD ONLY IN RELATION TO THE REST 
OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT. THEN WE CAN SEIZE THE UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 
THAT IS OURS IN RESIDENCE HALLS TO CREATE AN ENVIRONMENT ENABLING 
DEVELOPMENT OF "THE WHOLE MAN." OUR TENDENCY IN THE PAST HAS 



been to reduce SEXUALITY t N our vocabulary to giggling comments. 

To SUGGEST THAT WE UNDERSTAND COLLEGE YOUTH AND SIMULTANEOUSLY 
TO IGNORE HIS SEXUALITY T S AS HOPELESSLY NAIVE AS TO SUGGEST 
THAT OUR COLLEGE RESIDENCE HALLS ARE CONTRIBUTING SIGNIFICANTLY 
TO THE STUDENT'S GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT WITHOUT OFFERING THE 
OPPORTUNITY FOR CO-ED LIVING. 

What do we mean by co-educational housing? 

For purposes of our discussion/ I will define co-ed 

HOUSING AS THAT ARRANGEMENT IN WHICH MEN AND WOMEN LIVE TOGETHER 
IN A COMMON OR SINGLE PHYSICAL FACILITY THAT STILL PROVIDES AMPLE 
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PERSONAL PRIVACY NEEDED AND CONSIDERED IMPOR- 
TANT BY MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITE SEX. As SUCH/ CO-ED HOUSING CAN 
TAKE THE FORM OF (1) SEPARATE WINGS ON THE SAME FLOOR LEVEL/ 

(2) ALTERNATING FLOORS/ (3) ALTERNATING SECTIONS/ ( L \) ALTERNATING 
SUITES/ (5) ALTERNATING ROOMS/ OR (5) ALTERNATING BEDROOMS WITH A 
COMMON-CORE LIVING-STUDY AREA. T AM/ ON THE OTHER HAND/ EXCLUDING 
FROM CONSIDERATION SEPARATE BUILDINGS OR PARTS OF BUILDINGS 
SHARING ONLY COMMON DINING AND SOME COMMON I OUNGE SPACE. THESE 
EARLY CO-ED CENTERS PAVED THE WAY FOR THE KINDS of CO-EDUCATIONAL 
OPTIONS WE NEED TO PROVIDE FOR TODAY AND TOMORROW. ADDITIONALLY/ 
MANY OF THESE PHYSICAL FACILITIES will CERTAINLY BE LESS EXPENSIVE 
TO CONVERT THAN WILL BE MANY OF OUR OTHER ANTIQUATED/ BUT STILL 
HEAVILY MORTGAGED/ "MONASTERIES TO THE PAST." 

Immediately some of you will suspect that the kinds of 

CO-ED ARRANGEMENTS I SUGGEST WILL LEAD TO INCREASED SEXUAL PROMIS- 
CUITY OR ORGIES AND MOST CERTAINLY COHABITATION. I SUGGEST/ ON 
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THE OTHER HAND/ BASED ^OTH ON ACTUAL EXPERIENCE AND STUDIES O N 
CO-ED LIVING, THAT A SIBLING-TYPE RELATIONSHIP IS MORE LIKELY 
TO DEVELOP, LEADING TO LESS PROMISCUITY. 

-Joseph Katz calls this phenomenon the Incest Taboo. 

"Quite simply, these students tend to form deep, intimate and 

RATHER RROTHERLY-SISTERLY-TYPE ATTACHMENTS, THEIR ROMANTIC 
RELATIONSHIPS ARE MORE OFTEN WITH PEOPLE LIVING OUTSIDE THEIR 
OWN HOUSE, YOU SEE, THEY FIND THAT YOU CANNOT TREAT THE PEOPLE 
YOU LIVE WITH MERELY AS SEX OBJECTS, It IS NOT LIKE HAVING A 
CASUAL AFFAIR WITH SOMEONE IN ANOTHER DORM AND THEN/ WHEN *t'S 
OVER YOU SIMPLY DON'T SEE EACH OTHER AGAIN. 

Building For Co-ed Living 

An immediate question that comes to mind is how do we 

TAKE THE TYPICAL DORMITORY OF AN EARLIER DAY/ "WITH ITS RANK OF 
IDENTICAL CELLS MARCHING IN DOUBLE FILE DOWN A LONG CORRIDOR, 

AND MAKE T T JOINTLY HABITABLE FOR MEM AND WOMEN STUDENTS? CER- 
TAINLY WE CANNOT WISH AWAY 15-YEAR-OLD BUILDINGS WITH 40-YEAR 
MORTGAGES, 

Although i ess than the ideal arrangement, simply allowing 

MEN AND WOMEN TO LIVE ON OPPOSITE FLOORS CAN BE AN INITIAL STEP, 

This affords ample opportunity for privacy of each sex; but/ 

WITH 24 HOUR USE OF COMMON AREAS SUCH AS LOUNGES, RECREATIONAL 
FACILITIES, STUDY AREAS/ VENDING AND LAUNDRY FACILITIES, THE 
REAL FLAVOR OF THE GIVE AND TAKE REQUIRED FOR THE SEXES TO LIVE 
TOGETHER WILL DEVELOP. In THIS FASHION, TOO/ THE MOVE TO CO-ED 
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LIVING CAN RE MADE QUICKLY WITHOUT WAITING UNTIL LARGE CAPITAL 
OUTLAYS CAN BE MADE. PHYSICAL CHANGES IN BUILDING DESIGN AND 
FURNISHINGS CAN THUS BE MADE ON A GRADUAL BASTS/ WITH THE ADDED 
ADVANTAGE THAT CO-ED RESIDENTIAL EXPERIENCE WILL LEND TO ADEQUATE 
DECISIONS ABOUT NEEDED CHANGES. 

Some n f you will even be able to house men and women 

ON THE SAME FLOOR WITHOUT MAJOR REDESIGN OF FACILITIES/ AND IN 
SPITE OF COMMUNITY BATHS/ WHERE NATURAL DIVISIONS OF THE LIVING 
GROUP FXIST BY VIRTUE OF LOCATION OF THE FLOOR LOUNGE OR OTHER 
BUILDING CHARACTERISTICS. 

The RECENT PRACTICE OF BUILDING COMMON BATHS RETWEEN 
STUDENT ROOMS WILL HELP FACILITATE THE TRANSITION. T^IS ELIMINATES 
THE PROBLEM OF COMMUNITY BATHS AS A PHYSICAL BARRIER TO DEVELOPING 
GjOOD MIXES OF MEN AND WOMEN IN EACH LIVING GROUP WHILE STILL 
PROVIDING ADEQUATE SINGLE'SEX PRIVACY. 

Another rut more expensive conversion approach/ due both 

TO OCCUPANCY REDUCTION AND COST OF THE PHYSICAL CHANGES/ INVOLVES 
CONVERTING ONE BEDROOM TO A LIVING ROOM COMMON FOR THREE OR FOUR 
BEDROOMS. 

Those of you who have been fortunate enough to build 

THE TRUE SUITE OR MODIFIED APARTMENT ARRANGEMENTS ARE IN THE BEST 
POSITION OF ALL FOR IMMEDIATE CONVERSION WITH A MINIMUM OF PHYSICAL 
CHANGE AND FXPENSE. U IS AMAZING/ HOWEVER/ AS I LOOK AT HOUSING 
BUILT ON THE SUITE OR APARTMENT PLAN/ HOW FEW OF US ARE WILLING 
TO PERMIT THESE TO BE OCCUPIED ON A CO-EDUCATIONAL BASIS. THIS 
MAY BE DELIBERATE. ON THE OTHER HAND/ SOME PROGRESSIVE HOUSING 
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ADMINISTRATORS MAY HAVE BEEN LOOKING AHEAD ALL THE TIME BUT ARE 
CAUGHT IN THE BIND OF HAVING TO WAIT FOR THE PUBLIC'S REPRESSIVE 
SUSPICIONS TO DISAPPEAR. * 

No COLLEGE ADMINISTRATOR TODAY NEEDS TO BE REMINDED 
THAT INCIDENTS INVOLVING STUDENT SEXUAL BEHAVIOR/ OR SUSPECTED 
SEXUAL BEHAVIOR/ OFTEN RECEIVE SENSATIONAL PUBLICITY UNRELATED 
TO THE GRAVITY OF THE SITUATION. THIS PUBLICITY INEVITABLY COMPLI- 
CATES ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESSES/ PARTICULARLY WITH CURRENT FINANCIAL 
OVERTONES. NEVERTHELESS/ WE MUST BE PREPARED/ IF NECESSARY/ TO 
STAND AS A BUFFER BETWEEN THE STUDENT AND OUTSIDE (OR INTERNAL) 
PRESSURES OF OPINION/ INCLUDING UNFAVORABLE PUBLICITY/ IN ORDER 
TO EXPLORE WHAT IS PSYCHOLOGICALLY AND EDUCATIONALLY SOUND. 

"Educators must bear in mind that the students are there 

TO BE EDUCATED AND THAT THE ACTIONS AFFECTING THEM SHOULD HAVE 
THIS AIM/ RATHER THAN THAT OF PLEASING THE ALUMNI OR PROTECTING 
THE IMAGE OF THE COLLEGE. DEANS SIMPLY CAN NO LONGER BE SATISFIED 
WITH ROLES AS DISCIPLINARIANS OR WITH IMAGES OF THEMSELVES AS 
STERN BUT FAIR FATHERS OR MOTHERS. THEY ARE GOING TO HAVE TO 
LEARN TO TAKE SOME POSITIVE ACTIONS THAT ARE DESIGNED TO TEACH 
PERSONAL AND SOCIAL INTEGRATION."^ 

The KINDS OF PHYSICAL ARRANGEMENTS BEST SUITED FOR co- 
educational LIVING ARE NO DOUBT FAIRLY OBVIOUS AND/ AT ONCE/ 

OBVIOUSLY MORE EXPENSIVE TO BUILD. HOWEVER/ ANY RESIDENTIAL 

4 

BUILDING NOW ON THE DRAWING BOARDS OR IN THE PLANNING STAGE FOR 
THE IMMEDIATE OR DISTANT FUTURE SHOULD BE BUILT TO ACCOMMODATE 
CO-EDUCATIONAL LIVING. 
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Future Directions 

Besides the general rationale developed earlier in 

DEFENSE OF CO-EDUCATIONAL LIVING AS AN IMPORTANT ADJUNCT TO 
THE LEARNING PROCESS/ OTHER FACTORS WILL INFLUENCE DEVELOPMENTS 
IN THIS DIRECTION FOR THE FUTURE. THESE INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 

(1) The AVERAGE AGE OF COLLEGE STUDENTS VII LL 
INCREASE AND MORE MALE STUDENTS WILL BE ENTERING 
COLLEGE AT A DIFFERENT POINT DEVELOPMENTALLY 
THAN HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN THE CASE BECAUSE OF 

THE DRAFT EMPHASIS ON AGE 19, 

(2) More people will be in and out of college at 

DIFFERENT TIMES FOR OTHER REASONS AS WELL. TlHE 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE PATTERN HAS HELPED BRING ON 
THIS PHENOMENON AS HAS THE INCREASED EMPHASIS 
ON EDUCATION AS A CONTINUAL PROCESS AND THE 
RESULTANT POST DEGREE AND CONTINUING EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS . 

(3) A GREATER AGE RANGE AMONG THE STUDENT POPULATION 
WILL EXIST BECAUSE OF THE SAME REASONS MENTIONED 
ABOVE . 

(4) A GREATER DIVERSITY AMONG STUDENTS AND STUDENT 
VALUES FOLLOWS BECAUSE OF THE CONDITIONS 
MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY. 

(5) Marriage will tend to be postponed because of 

MORE PARTICIPATION IN VOLUNTARY SERVICE PROGRAMS 
SUCH AS THE PEACE CORPS AND ATTENDANCE IN GRADUATE 
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school. Marriage is currently less permanent 

AND WILL REMAIN THUSLY UNLESS OTHER FACTORS 
INCLUDING MARRIAGE POSTPONEMENT BRING ABOUT A 
CHANGE IN THE STABILITY OF MARRIAGES, 

Experience with co-educational living, some will argue. 

WILL BECOME AN AGENT OF CHANGE IN THE INSTITUTION OF MARRIAGE. 

This is certainly a point I will not attempt to dispute. 

However, it could serve to strengthen marriage by bringing about 

MORE MARRIAGES ESTABLISHED AFTER ADEQUATE PERSONAL SEXUAL IDENTITY 
HAS DEVELOPED AND THE MEANING OF A VARIETY OF RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITE SEX HAS BEEN EXPLORED. STUDENTS WITH 
CO-ED LIVING EXPERIENCE ARE LESS LIKELY TO HAVE THE "OLD ROMANTIC 
EXPECTATION OF MARRIAGE AS A SOLUTION TO THEIR IDENTITY PROBLEMS,"^ 
ON THE OTHER HAND, tj COULD LESSEN THE EMPHASIS ON THE INSTITUTION 
OF MARRIAGE AND BRING ABOUT A RESTRUCTURING OF MALE-FEMALE 
RELATIONSHIPS IN OUR SOCIETY, REGARDLESS OF THE IMPACT ON MARRIAGE 
ITSELF. MANY POSITIVE CHANGES IN THE UNDERSTANDING OF LOVE. 
HETEROSEXUAL ADJUSTMENT AND OTHER CONSTRUCTIVE VALUE CHANGES 
ARE LIKELY TO RESULT, 

While we are asking questions about co-ed living, the 

QUESTION OF "Is tj FOR EVERYONE?” IS AN APPROPRIATE ONE TO 

consider, Although some will disagree. I would indicate that. 

INASMUCH AS ANY LIVING PATTERN IS APPROPRIATE FOR EVERYONE. 
CO-EDUCATIONAL LIVING SHOULD BE APPROPRIATE FOR TODAY'S COLLEGE 

youth, This is supported by the developmental needs of college 

YOUTH AND QUALIFIED. OF COURSE. BY THE IMPORTANCE OF ADEQUATE 
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PROVISION FOR INDIVIDUAL SEX PRIVACY, HOWEVER/ COLLEGES SHOULD 
NOT QUEST AFTER ONE IDEAL HOUSING SYSTEM WHICH IS ALWAYS .IUST 
AROUND THE CORNER. RATHER/ THEY SHOULD SEEK TO DEVELOP A 
BALANCED MIJ OF HOUSING TYPES/ PROVIDING STUDENTS MAXIMUM VARIETY 
AND FREEDOM OF CHOICE IN WHERE AND HOW TO LIVE,^ Co-EDUCATIONAL 
HOUSING SHOULD BE AN OPTION FROM WHICH TO CHOOSE, 

The TREND AT MANY INSTITUTIONS HAS BEEN TO CONSIDER 
CO-EDUCATIONAL LIVING FOR UPPERCLASS AND/OR GRADUATE STUDENTS 
ONLY. I WOULD ARGUE THAT THE ENTERING STUDENT HAS PERHAPS THE 
GREATEST NEED FOR THIS KIND OF LIVING PATTERN. THE PSYCHO-SEXUAL 
REASONS FOR THIS HAVE ALREADY BEEN EXPLORED, BEYOND THESE/ 
HOWEVER/ THE ENTERING STUDENT HAS JUST LEFT A HOME ATMOSPHERE 
MORE AKIN TO THE BROTHER-SISTER RELATIONS THAT TEND TO DEVELOP 
IN THE CO-ED HALL. THIS TS A MORE NATURAL/ "AT HOME" SITUATION 
FOR HIM THAT IS LIKELY TO BE LESS STRESS-PRODUCING AS HE ATTEMPTS 
TO EXPLORE HIS DOUBTS ABOUT RELATIONS BOTH WITH THE SAME AND 
THE OPPOSITE SEX. ACTUALLY/ AN INSECURE ENTERING STUDENT MAY BE 
MORE EASILY LED INTO HOMOSEXUAL RELATIONSHIPS IN A ONE-SEX HALL 
THAN A CO-ED ONE. 

IN ADDITION/ PUTTING THE ENTERING STUDENT IN A SEGREGATED 
SEX HOUSING AT A POINT WHEN DEVELOPMENTALLY HE NEEDS THE OPPOSITE 
ALLOWING SOME UNHEALTHY OR TENUOUS ADJUSTMENTS TO BE MADE/ AND 
THEN ASKING THE STUDENT TO MOVE INTO A CO-EDUCATIONAL LIVING 
SITUATION IS POTENTIALLY MORE CONFUSING THAN SPENDING THE ENTIRE 
FOUR YEARS IN A ONE-SEX SITUATION, If I WERE BEGINNING EVEN THE 
MOST MODEST CO-ED LIVING PROGRAM/ I WOULD OPT FOR A CROSS-CLASS 
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MIX AND BE CONFIDENT THAT I'D HAVE FEWER PROBLEMS MAKING PROGRESS 
WITH THE FRESHMEN THAN WITH UPPERCLASSMEN WHO HAD HAD A CHANCE 
TO BE BIASED BY A PRIOR CAMPUS LIVING EXPERIENCE. 

Some Additional Comments on Co-Ed Living 
Worthy hf mention, too. are related pros of co-ed living 

SUCH AS THE BOOST IT GIVES TO THE (1) ESTABLISHMENT OF PRODUCTIVE 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITE SEX IN THE WORK w ORLD~ 
A POINT ALL THE MORE IMPORTANT *N THE LIGHT OF THE CHANGES THAT 
THE CURRENT WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT IS LIKELY TO HOLD FOR 
THE FUTURE. AND (2) ESTABLISHMENT OF HEALTHY ADULT FRIENDSHIPS 
WITH MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITE SEX OUTSIDE THE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY 
STRUCTURE. To UNDERSCORE THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS CONTRIBUTION 
OF CO-ED LIVING. CONSIDER THE NUMBER OF MARRIAGES "LOST" WHERE 
A MAN OR WOMAN DISCOVERS FOR THE FIRST TIME/ AFTER MARRIAGE/ 

THAT II IS POSSIBLE TO HAVE "FEELINGS" FOR A MEMBER OF THE 
OPPOSITE SEX OTHER THAN THE MARRIAGE PARTNER. 

Overlapping somewhat with the previously mentioned 

BENEFITS OF CO-ED LIVING/ BUT MORE SPECIFIC AND SITUATIONAL/ 
ADVANTAGES INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 

(1) The living situation is more natural and closer to 
"real life" sex mixes. 

(2) Students tend to exhibit more mature behavior 

IN A VARIETY OF SITUATIONS/ HAVE BETTER MANNERS / 

AND EXHIBIT LESS TENSION. 

(3) Educational and recreational programming ts more 
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EASILY ACCOMPLISHED. 
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(4) Student decorum is retter and damages to the building 

ARE TYPICALLY DECREASED. 

(5) Students plan and participate more in cultural and 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES . . 

(6) Female students express feelings of greater security 

AND THE PRESENCE OF MALES DOES TEND TO ACT AS A 

DETERRENT TO INTRUDERS, 

(7) Sex for sex's sake is de-emphasized/ and this healthier 

ATTITUDE TOWARD SEX HELPS ADMINISTRATORS BECOME MORE 

willing to let go of restrictive rules and regulations 

AND ACCEPT CHANGES IN YOUTH'S VALUES, 

(8) Students participate less in structured, one-to-one 

DATING, AND MORE IN INFORMAL GROUP ACTIVITY ,9 

IN SUMMARY, LET ME STATE THAT I AM ADVOCATING, BASED ON 
STUDENT DEVELOPMENTAL NEEDS, CO“EDUCATIONAL LIVING AS A VITAL 
COMPONENT OF RESIDENTIAL EDUCATION, As SUCH, CO-EDUCATION DOES 
NOT BECOME AN END UNTO ITSELF WITH THE OVEREMPHASIS ON SEX THAT 
IS CHARACTERISTIC OF RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS SUCH AS CO-EDUCATIONAL 
VISITATION RIGHTS. I AM REALIST ENOUGH TO KNOW THAT SUCH AN IN- 
NOVATION IS NOT WITHOUT ITS HURDLES— MOST NOTABLY THAT OF SEXUALLY 
REPRESSIVE PUBLIC OPINION. As RESPONSIBLE ADMINISTRATORS, HOWEVER, 
WE MUST STAND READY TO "WEATHER THE STORM" IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FOR 
OUR STUDENTS WHAT WE KNOW TO BE PSYCHOLOGICALLY AND EDUCATIONALLY 
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